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The yale and King’s College Cambridge 

Following visual and documentary searches and consultations with others as noted herein it is concluded that indirect 

connections may exist but there is only one known direct connection between King’s and the yale.  The Beaufort Yale first 

appeared around the time the college was founded but, although antelopes - sometimes as supporters of Henry VI (the 

founder) - and other heraldic beasts are seen around King’s College Chapel, no yales are reported and it is believed there 

are none.  Potential links with the rest of college have, however, recently been analysed, as illustrated and described below. 

Thus in May 2020 the origins and heraldry of the back gates 

were questioned, particularly in respect of the arms of the 

Founder and its supporters (see left) above the central gate.  

The college archivist established that the gates were donated 

by a college fellow, Sir Charles Walston, in place of the 

plainer Gibbs originals, with a 1924 presentation ceremony 

being reported in the Cambridge Daily News.  When an 

opinion on the supporters was sought from the College of 

Arms, the York Herald (Peter O'Donoghue) concluded that if 

the arms were meant for Henry VI the supporters were 

“probably intended to be heraldic antelope but they have been somewhat poorly rendered”.  It is 

unknown, however, if there was any 1924 college interest in establishing whether they are 

antelope or yale. 

In May 2021 a 1964 photograph (see left) showing 

there’d been a college coat of arms in the middle of the 

original boathouse’s balcony, was examined in detail.  

The clearest image it has been possible to obtain 

suggests there are white beasts either side of the bottom 

of the shield and down on their knees so they can fit 

between the shield and its external rectangle.  It is 

thought these are quite likely to be the same beasts as on 

the back gate.  The boathouse was completed in 1894 

and an early photograph doesn’t show the shield but a 

1936 one does.  If it had been there in 1924 it would 

seem possibly to have been the source for the back gate but otherwise it would seem the back 

gate might have been the source for the boathouse.  If at the relevant time the beasts were also 

believed to be yales there would thus be evidence of a college connection from 1924 and a boat 

club (KCBC) connection from 1936. 

In August 2023 the beasts installed in 1950 on the two lanterns of the 

college hall roof were examined, in particular those on the higher tier of 

the easterly lantern (see left).  They were concluded probably to be 

heraldic antelopes, but they might well have been believed to be yales. 

In May 2025 it was found that “An Inventory of the Historical Monuments in the 

City of Cambridge, Royal Commission on Historical Monuments England” (The 

commission) had reported of a college hall window holding a glass with "Tudor 

Royal arms supported by yales, and a king holding book & sceptre, inscribed “Henricus VI Fundator”. 
This window and its glass were found (see right) to be exactly as the 

commission reported and at the very centre of the wall facing chapel.  A 

view of the hall looking SouthEast (see left) has the north-side windows 

numbered (by the Archivist) and the window of interest is No.6, which 

she advised had probably been installed in about 1829, i.e. when the hall 

itself was built, but it was unlikely the college records would provide 

much information about it. 

Detailed analysis of the supporters indicated they probably were indeed yales and the York Herald 

was asked for his opinion.  He i) agreed that the circumstances are very different to those we’d 

previously discussed in that it’s not the founder’s but the Tudor Royal Arms which are being supported, ii) pointed out that in 

reality the founder couldn’t have had any involvement with what is above him because of the time discrepancies, and iii) said since 

the supporters look as much like yales as any other mythical beast and in the absence of records of what was intended by the glass 

together with the Commission saying the beasts are yales, it’s reasonable they be taken to be so.  There are thus known to be two 

yales in King’s college. 
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